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The aliens
are

coming!

FOOTFALL By Larry Niven and
lerry Pournelle Gollancz
495pp. $24 95

Reviewer
COLIN STEELE

U‘i AUTHOR J[‘I’l“h

Pournelle has wnitlen

work 1s intended to ente rmm I
may well have a sernious
message. bul an my judgment
fiction 1s best served if the  har-
acters 1n a story do not know
they have a message to deliver™

Unkind cnucs of Niven and
Pournclle's previous bestselling
collaborations. "The Mote in
God's Eye’ and "Lucifer's Ham-
mer’, might well claim  thal
their characters have very hittle
to dehiver at all' Character-
1sation 1n the novels was largely
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1Sa1I0N 1IN INC NOVCIS Was 1argety
subservient to a fast-moving
plot and “hard™' science fiction,
‘Footfall' constitutes a much
more successful mix of cle-
ments as has been shown by the
US-nghts sale for $650,000.
‘Footfall’, hke ‘The Mote in
God's Eye’, deals with contact
between humanity and an alien
race and, as 1n ‘Lucifer’'s Ham-
mer’, there are numerous plots
and sub-plots as well as a seem-
ing cast of thousands.

‘Footfall’ begins with the de-
tection by an observatory in
Hawan of a UFO heading
towards Earth, but 1ts inhabi-
tants, unhke the sympathetic
aliens 1n vogue since the trend
was set by the films of Spiclberg
and Carpenter, are far from
fnendly. Earth’s defences are
quickly ncutrahised and global
telecommunications are dis-
rupted. The mystenious aliens
are clearly not too interested in
intergalactic  co-operation,  as
the mynad characters, particu-
larly the Russians and Amen-
cans, slowly discern. Niven and
Pournelle are also a httle self-
indulgent with the Amenicans
as the US President turns to
thinly-disguised major SF
writers to help him tackle the
aliens.

Despite this fact and the
::wl_ﬂual _d}-putu_:r} ul‘_thr ai_w‘ns
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eventual aepicuon o1 Ine anens
as bumbhing, elephant-hike
creatures. “Footfall’ 1s an un-
abashed cnjoyable SF romp
which nises 1o the traditional
chimax of an c¢pic battle to de-
cide the fate of humanity. Itas
far from “the ulumaie novel of
alien invasiwon”, as its blurb
proclaims, but viewed in the
pulp context of the old Satur-
day-afternoon space operas s
bound to be a resounding suc-
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