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The aliens

are

coming!

FOOTFALL.
By LarryNivenand

Jerry Pournelle.Gollancz
495pp.$24.95.

Reviewer:

COLIN STEELE.

US AUTHORJerry
Pournellehas written, "my
work is intendedto

entertain.

I

may wellhavea serious

message,but in my judgment

fiction
is best served if the

characters

in a storydo not know
theyhavea messageto

deliver".

Unkindcriticsof Nivcnand
Pournelle'spreviousbestselling
collaborations,

'The Mote in
God'sEye'and

'Lucifer's Hammer',

mightwellclaimthat
their

characters

have very little

to deliverat all!
Characterisation

in the novelswas largely
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subservient
to a

fast-moving

plotand "hard"scicncc fiction.

'Footfall' constitutes a much

more
successful

mix of elements

as has beenshownby the
US-rightssale for $650,000.

'
'Footfall',

like'TheMotein
God'sEye',dealswith contact

between humanityand an alien

raceand,as in
'Lucifer's Hammer',

there arc numerous plots
and

sub-plots

as wellas a
seeming

cast of thousands.

'Footfall'beginswiththe
detection

by an
observatory

in
Hawaiiof a UFO heading

towardsEarth,but its
inhabitants,

unlike the sympathetic

aliensin voguesincethe trend

was set by the films
ofSpiclberg

and
Carpenter,

are far from
friendly.Earth'sdefencesare
quicklyneutralised

and global
telecommunications

are disrupted.

The mysteriousaliens
are clearlynot too

interested

in
-

intergalactic co-operation,
as

the myriadcharacters, particularly

the Russiansand Americans,

slowlydiscern. Niven and
Pournelle

arc alsoa littleself-

indulgentwith the Americans

as the US
Presidentturnsto

thinly-disguised
major SF

writersto helphim tacklcthe
aliens.

Despitethisfactand the
eventual depiction

of the aliens
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as bumbling, elephant-like

creatures, 'Footfall'
is an unabashed

enjoyableSF romp
which rises to the

traditional

climax
of an epicbattleto

decide

the fateof
humanity.

It is
far from"theultimatenovelof
alien invasion", as its blurb
proclaims,

but viewedin the
pulpcontext of the old

Saturday-afternoon

space operasit is
boundto be a

resoundingsuccess.


